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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 3, 7-12, and 15-18 and add new claims 19-30. 

1. (Currently Amended) A tray apparatus adapted to transport a plurality of vehicle 
components, each vehicle component having opposing sides and comprising at least one of a 
vehicle wheel and a vehicle wheel rim, said tray apparatus comprising: 

at least two first support member s, each first support member comprising a discrete 
rectangular plate having a length that is substantially greater than a width : 

at least one first guide-and-positioning element op e rablv e ngag e d with e ach a ssociated 
with each first support membe r, tho roopoct i vo first guido and positioning elements being 
configured to oooporato to define a firol: accommodation region therebetween for roeeivin c and 
adapted to receive only one side of a first vehicle componen t when tho - first GUppoit members ore 
dispos e d in a complementary arrangement with reop e ot to oaoh othor , 

at least two second support members each having opposing sides and capable of 
separating the first vehicle component from a second vehicle component so as to prevent damage 
to the respective first and second vehicle component s, and wherein each second support member 
comprises a discrete rectangular plate having a length that is substantially greater than a width ; 
and 

at least one second guide-and-positioning element oporablv cngage d associated with each 
side of each second support member, tho respective wherein at least one of the s econd guide-and- 
positioning elements on one side of the second support member s boing configured to coopoerato 
to doftno a second accommodation region ther e betw e en for receivin g is adapted to receive the 
ethe rthe only one side of the first vehicle component, and tho rcopcouvo w herein at least one of 
the second guide-and-positioning elements on the other side of the second support members 
boing configured to cooperate to define a third acoommodntion region thorobetwoon capable of 
receivin g is adapted to receive only one side of the second vehicle componen t, when the ooeond 
support members are disposed in th e complementary arrangement with respect to each other, tho 
accommodation regions cooperating so as to constrain lateral movement of the first and second 
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vehicle components with respect to the first and second support members , and thereby allowing 
the vehicle objects to bo packaged in a oido to Gido relation . 

2. (Currently Amended) A-Thejray apparatus according to Claim 1 further comprising a 
substantially planar structural member capable of being operably engaged with the first support 
members so as to support the first support members and the first and second vehicle components. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A -The tray apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein the first and 
second guide-and-positioning elements are each configured as an arcuate projection that is 
adapted to be positioned only along one side of each of a respective one of the first and second 
vehicle components, the arcuate projection e xtending from the^a respective one of the first and 
second s upport members and defining a concave area, the concave areas of the roopootivo fi rst 
and second gu ide-and-positioning elements being disposed in opposing relation to define the 
co rresponding accommodating region when the respective first and second support members are 
disposed in the comp l emontar y an overlapping arrangement. 

5. (Currently Amended) A -The t ray apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein the first and 
second guide-and-positioning elements are each configured as a semi -circular depression that is 
adapted to be positioned only along one side of each of a respective one of the first and second 
vehicle components, the semi-circular depression e xtending into the-.g_respective one of the first 
and second s upport members and defining a concave area, the concave areas of the respective 
first and second gu ide-and-positioning elements being disposed in opposing relation to dofino the 
oontMjponding accommodating regicVn when the respective ) fust and second s upport members are 
disposed in the complomcntarvan overlapping arrangement. 
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6. (Currently Amended) A -Thet rav apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein, whon diopoocd 
in tho complementary arrangement, the respective first and second support members are disposed 
in substantially parallel relation to each othe r when supported on a base structure . 

7-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A support device adapted to protect a vehicle component from 
damage, the vehicle component having opposing sides and comprising at least one of a vehicle 
wheel and a vehicle wheel rim, said support device comprising: 

afr -at least one e longate support member adapted to separate the vehicle component from 
at least one of a structural element and another vehicle component, so as to prevent damage to 
the vehicle componen t wherein the at least one elongate support member comprises a rectangular 
plate having a length that is substantially greater than a width ; and 

at least one guide-and-positioning element opcniblv ongngo da ssociated with the a t least 
one of th o e l on gate support member, wherei n - , when two support members ar e dispooed in a 
oomplotnontfu* armngomem with rcspcol ro each other, the respectiv e guide and positioning 
olem e mo cooperate to d e fine on accommodation region therobotweco for receiving one oido of 
the vehicl e component, tho accommodation rogiun ihuroby constraining lateral movement of tho 
vehicle component with roGueot to (ho support members the at least one guide-and-positioning 
element is adapted to receive only one side of a vehicle component . 

14, (Currently Amended) A -The support device according to Claim 13 wherein the at feast 
one elongate support member is configured to be capabl e of oporablv e ngugin g supoorted on the 
structural element which comprises a substantially planar structural membe r oo as to bo 
supported thoroby . 

15-18. (CanceDed) 

4 



PAGE 415 • RCVD AT 0/22/2003 1 :31:23 PM (Eastern DayfigM Time) * SVR:USPTO-CFXftP-3/3 * 0*03:2738300 • COD: 12489888383 * DURATION (mnvcs):OJ-64 



06/ -l 2 Z 2< L°- 6 THU 13!3B — rXK ' 1^^89888363 - — USPTO DECEIVED 12005/009 

'CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JUM 2 2 2006 

60,130-2363 

19. (New) The support device according to Claim 13 wherein the structural element 
comprises a common base structure and wherein the at least one elongate support member 
comprises a plurality of discrete elongate support members thai are each supported by the 
common base structure in a generally parallel arrangement. 

20. (New) The support device according to Claim 19 wherein each discrete elongate support 
member includes a plurality of guide-and-positioning elements that are axially spaced apart from 
each other along the length of each discrete elongate support member. 

21. (New) The support device according to Claim 20 wherein each guide-and-positioning 
element comprises an arcuate feature that is adapted to be positioned only along one side of the 
vehicle component. 

22. (New) A tray apparatus adapted to transport a plurality of vehicle wheel components 
comprising: 

a base structure; 

a plurality of first discrete support members supported by the base structure wherein each 
first discrete support member comprises a rectangular plate; and 

a plurality of first positioning elements formed on each of the first discrete support 
members wherein each first positioning element comprises an arcuate feature that is positioned 
to be adjacent to only one side of a vehicle wheel component 

23. (New) The tray apparatus according to claim 22 wherein each rectangular plate has a 
length that is substantially greater than a width. 

24. (New) The tray apparatus according to claim 23 wherein the first discrete support 
members are parallel to each other when positioned on the base structure. 
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25. (New) The tray apparatus according to claim 24 wherein vehicle wheel components are 
adapted to be placed laterally between adjacent first discrete support members, such that one first 
positioning element on one first discrete support member is on one side of a vehicle wheel 
component and another first positioning element on an adjacent first discrete support member is 
on an opposite side of the vehicle wheel component. 

26. (New) The tray apparatus according to claim 22 including a plurality of second discrete 
support members each comprising a rectangular plate and adapted to be supported by the vehicle 
wheel components after the vehicle wheel components have been placed on the plurality of first 
discrete support members, and a plurality of second positioning elements formed on each of the 
second discrete support members wherein each second positioning element comprises an arcuate 
feature that is positioned to be adjacent to only one side of the vehicle wheel component, and 
wherein each rectangular plate of the first and second discrete support members have a length 
that is substantially greater than a width. 

27. (New) The tray apparatus according to claim 26 wherein the first and second discrete 
support members are parallel to each other when supported by the base structure with the 
plurality of second discrete support members being vertically spaced above the plurality of first 
discrete support members. 

28. (New) The tray apparatus according to claim 27 wherein the vehicle wheel components 
comprises a first set of wheel components and a second set of wheel components with each 
wheel component from the first set of wheel components being adapted to be placed laterally 
between adjacent first discrete support members, such that one first positioning element on one 
first discrete support member is on one side of a first wheel component from the first set of 
wheel components and another first positioning element on an adjacent first discrete support 
member is on an opposite side of the first wheel component; and 

wherein each wheel component from the second set of wheel components is adapted to be 
placed laterally between adjacent second discrete support members, such that one second 
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positioning element on one second discrete support member is on one side of a second wheel 
component from the second set of wheel components and another second positioning element on 
an adjacent second discrete support member is on an opposite side of the second wheel 
component 

29. (New) Hie tray apparatus according to claim 28 including a plurality of third positioning 
elements formed on each of the second discrete support members opposite from the plurality of 
second positioning elements wherein each third positioning element comprises an arcuate feature 
that is positioned to be adjacent to only one side of a vehicle wheel component from a third set of 
wheel components. 

30. (New) The tray apparatus according to claim 22 wherein the plurality of first discrete 
support members comprises at least four discrete support members. 
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